ACTI ON Interpretation of the term "otherw se changed" as that
termis used in section 195. 300

Mel vin A Judah
Acting Associate Director for
Pi peline Safety Regul ation, DMI-30

DMIT- 14

This meno replies to your neno dated June 30, 1980, in which you
request an interpretation of the term "otherw se changed," as that
termis used in section 195. 300.

At t achnent
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No. 80-15
Dat e: Cct ober 24,
1980
DEPARTMENT COF TRANSPORTATI ON
RESEARCH AND SPECI AL PROGRAME ADM NI STRATI ON

MATERI ALS TRANSPORTATI ON BUREAU

Pl PELI NE SAFETY REGULATORY | NTERPRETATI ON
No
te: A pipeline safety regulatory interpretation applies a particular
rule to a particular set of facts and circunstances, and, as such
may be relied upon only by those persons to whomthe interpretation
is specifically addressed.

SECTION: 195. 300

SUBJECT: Interpretation of the term "otherw se changed" as that
termis used in section 195. 300.

FACTS: As given in nmenorandum dated June 30, 1980, from Chief,
Central Region, DMI-14, thru Associate Drector for
Qperations and Enforcenent, DMI-10, to Acting Associate
Drector for Pipeline Safety Regul ati on, DMI- 30.

An existing bare pipeline is reconditioned in place by the
fol |l ow ng:

1. Uncoveri ng
2. d eani ng (sandbl asting and wi re brush)
3. Repair by half sole or other acceptable procedure
4. Coat
5. Backfill
Question: Mist t he l'i ne be hydrostatically tested after

recondi tioning by virtue of being "otherw se changed."

I nterpretati on: Under section 195.300, an existing pipeline nmust be
hydrostatically tested if it is replaced, relocated, or "otherw se

changed. " The purpose of the hydrostatic test is to assure the
structural integrity of the replaced, relocated, or changed
pi pel i ne. Al though a presunption is made that relocations and

repl acenents by their very nature involve construction activities
that woul d create doubt over the continued structural integrity of
the pipeline, the sane is not true for the variety of changes that
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can be nmade to an existing line. Hence, if an existing line is
changed in a manner that has the potential to conpromse the
structural integrity of the pipeline, a new hydrostatic test is
required.

Mel vin A Judah

Acting Associate Director for

Pi peline Safety Regul ation
Material s Transportati on Bureau
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